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The workshop of the sub-theme “Abolition of nuclear weapons” discussed issues related to implementation of the agreements to abolish nuclear weapons, negotiations on the ban on the use of nuclear weapons, opposition to the resumption of underground testing and development of nuclear weapons, and “missile defence” programmes, opposition to the bringing-in and deployment of nuclear weapons in foreign territories, and expansion of nuclear weapons free zones.

Altogether, 21 delegates from different countries contributed to the discussion and deliberations. Given below is the summary of the discussions. At the outset, the nuclear weapons scenario is beset with despair and hope. On the one side, the number of nuclear weapon producing countries increased and Asia also got nuclearised. Abrogating the treaties, the U.S. asserted her right to bomb anywhere in the world as and when she chooses. Non-Aligned Movement practically became defunct and the UNO (United Nations Organization) proved its inability to control rogue nations. As a result, the threat of nuclear weapons has become much more than ever before. It can be said that today, the threat of nuclearisation also got globalised. 

Although this is a disappointing situation, there are signs of hope also. On the other side, the desire of the people for abolition of nuclear weapons has become intense. Today, people all over the world realise the danger of nuclear war then ever before. Whereas people in India and Pakistan were not bothered about nuclear issues in the past, this has become a lively issue for them today. A few month ago, the atmosphere in these countries was highly charged with the fear of the outbreak of a nuclear war. It is the realization of the anger of the people by the rulers of both countries that averted the war. This can be seen as a victory of the people and peace movements started picking up in these countries.

The fact that people realise the danger of nuclear war is very significant. Although the ruling class produce and store nuclear weapons, people’s opposition compel them not to use them. The declaration of the U.S. to bomb Iraq, North Korea and Cuba followed by her oppression in Afghanistan raised the anger of the people against that country in the U.S., in Europe, in the Middle East and all over the world. In the unfolding situation, the rulers of nuclear weapon states realise that the people both at home and abroad are against them. This provides new opportunity for the people to get organized and to strengthen networking against nuclear weapons. There are reports from the U.S. administration that President Bush is worried about growing public opinion all over the world against his policy.

While we face new challenges, the new situation provides new opportunities also. To make use of the new opportunities we have to devise new strategies for strengthening people’s movements. As the rulers are sensitive to public opinion, there is place for continuing signature campaign. Along with this, people should be encouraged to send fax and e-mail to the governments and embassies on a mass scale. 

While continuing our efforts for global treaties against nuclear war, special efforts may be taken for creating nuclear weapon free zones. Further, while continuing our efforts for pressuring central governments, efforts may be taken to pressuring the local governments such a strategy will be more feasible. People’s movements can pressurise local and regional governments more effectively than central governments. Therefore, strategies for such actions may be worked out. 

Armamentation in general and nuclear armamentation in particular is related to the political economy of war. As this is the basic factor, people should be taught the political economy of war and war preparations. For strengthening people’s movements, people should be made a wave of this basic issues also. Therefore, efforts for educating the people not only the consequences of nuclear war, but also its causes should be taken up. Especially, the younger generation who are not concerned about war should be taught theses matters both through the schools and through informal means.

To conclude, the group felt that the present situation, while appears to be disappointing, offers new challenges and opportunities to raise our voice more effectively against production, storage, trading and use of nuclear weapons. Building up of people’s movements and struggles all over the world and their net working is to be continued with more hope in the coming days.
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